impacts on gender relations within the families and in
the society at large.

Although many gains have been made over the
past 25 years, some traditional gender roles have
been reinforced, and new ones added, this time on
generational rather than gender lines. For example, as
a result of increased off-farm economic opportunities,
working men and women are no longer able or inclined
to share the farm labour with older members of their
family. This means that older women and men often
have to assume even greater on-farm and household
workloads. At the same time, with more frequent
school attendance, children can no longer contribute at
the same level to household chores and farm activities,
such as livestock herding, thereby increasing the
workload on the farming women.

Gender disparity, despite many recent improveme
persists in our area, but to a much lesser degree t
observed in the recent past.

KKH: Critics say that greater involv
NGOs has depoliticized the people
Baltistan and made them NGO d¢g
How would you respond to this?

IH:  ,W LV WUXH WKDW J
organizations may have blunted the politica
Rl WKH SHRSOH %XW O

time when more competent people will opt for elected

RI¢FH DQG SXEOLF VHUYLFH ,Q WKH PHDQ

education and self development initiatives is the right
way to prepare for a better future.

KKH: What are the major development
challenges in Gilgit-Baltistan?

IH:  The major development challenges are self-
governance on the political front; private sector
development on the economic front, and peace and
I harmony on the social front.

hat factors are hindering development
Baltistan?

jic location and proximity to China are some

strengths. At the same time, its potential

bower generation, tourism and minerals are
major hindrances include political
lack of investment capital.

age for the farmers, women
Baltistan?

onmany fronts. The ideal situation

D VRF LbH W\ -
system, based on participatory
people-centred development policy.

K VLGH RI.
‘\;vor}évfor a abrant private sector,

Lo
ing social and economic needs
ird, we need to keep our focus on
bust civil society sector. Most crucially,

cess in a rapidly globalizing world
KD\/g_ZL[OO EH _V\{KH
an and intellectual capital.
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